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The National Construction Code (NCC) of 2019 was published on the 1st February 2019 and, subject to state and 
territory transitional arrangements, adopted on the 1st May 2019.

One of the most notable additions to the NCC affecting the window and door industry is the new provisions for 
weatherproofing of openings, specifically flashings to windows and doors.  Two new Acceptable Construction Practices 
(ACP’s) provide guidance for masonry veneer, and light-weight (clad) construction. 

MASONRY VENEER
The requirements for masonry veneer construction detailed in Clause 3.3.5.8 stipulate flashings must be fitted to the top 
and bottom (head and sill) of an opening and;

(i)	 installed so that the flashing extends a minimum of 150 mm on each side of the opening,

(ii)	 located no more than one course below the sill brick course; and 300 mm above the opening,

(iii)	 turned up in the cavity not less than 150 mm above the opening,

(iv)	 embedded at least 30 mm into the masonry veneer, and

(v)	 attached to the window or wall framing. 

Image 1:
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TIMBER AND COMPOSITE WALL CLADDING
Clause 3.5.4.6 requires that flashing must be provided to the tops, sides and bottoms (head, jamb and sill) of an opening and;

(i)	 extend at least 110 mm on each side of the opening,
(ii)	 be attached to the window and wall framing, and
(iii)	 drain to the outside face of the wall or cladding at the top and bottom of the opening, and
(iv)	 be securely fixed at least 25 mm under the cladding and extend over the ends and edges of the framing of the 

opening. 

Joins in the flashing must
(i)	 overlap by not less than 75 mm in the direction of flow,
(ii)	 be securely fastened at intervals of not more than 40 mm,
(iii)	 have sealant installed between laps. 

Image 2:
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In both construction types, head flashing may be omitted where the top of the opening is protected by an eave or roof 
that extends more than 3 times the distance from the top of the opening to the underside of the eave, or where W is no 
less than 3 x H in the below image

Image 3: Headflashing may be omitted when “W” is more that 3 x “H”
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Disclaimer: This key message has been developed to provide general guidance, awareness and education to AGWA members only. It should not be 
viewed as a definitive guide and should be read in conjunction with the requirements of the National Construction Code (Visit www.abcb.gov.au). While 
every effort has been made to ensure the information is accurate the AGWA expressly disclaims all and any liability to any person for anything done in 
reliance on this publication. No responsibility is accepted by the AGWA for any mistakes, errors or omissions in this publication.
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